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4A GIRLS STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS gets under way. McGuinness' Ashley Boothe won the individual title
and led the Irish to their fourth team title in a row. Photo by Roger Taylor
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1995 Cross Country
State Championships

By John Hoke
Editor

NORMAN--The Oklahoma  Secondary
Schools Activities Association Cross Country State
Championships retumed to the University of
Oklahoma's Duck Pond for the 1995 meet with a
huge crowd of spectators and participants on hand
to watch an exciting eight races under warm and

conditions.
of the races were decided by 13 points or
less and three teams toppled number-one ranked
teams for their titles. Individually, only two of the
four defending champions successfully defended
their titles--juniors Ashley Boothe of McGuinness
and Edmond Memorial’s Mark

Thompson led the Bulldogsto anupset win over
seven-time winner Jenks in SA boys and David
Morton’s McGuinness teams took both 4A
titles--the girls finished their season with an
unblemished record, capturing their fourth
championship in a row while the Irishboys retumed
to the top, taking their third title in four years.

The warm weather took its toll on the
competitors as MIMerous runners were red
by the conditions and several were unable to finish.
It was a great course for spectators as it wound its
way around the grounds around the scenic QU
Duck Pond but the short and tight start was a bit of

a problem, ially in the 4A boys race which
had sixteen full teams and 119 runners.
Here's the race by race rundown
4A Girls

The 4A girls were first up at 12:00 noon and the
Irish left no doubt about who the top team was,
putting five runners in the top twelve. Defending
champion Ashley Boothe took charge of the race
as it crossed to the far side after the mile mark and
was unchallenged to the finish, notching the
second-best time of the day with a superb 11:22,
ahead of sophomores Amy and Brandy Bratton of
Hale in second and third. In addition to winning the
team title the past four years, the Irish have claimed
the top individual spot as well as Boothe—out with
injuries for much of the season—joined teammate,
senior Jessica Hoke as a two-time winner.

Guthrie, led by senior Nichole Monroe in
fourth, put three in the top ten to finish a strong
second. Ardmore--better known for their sprinters
intrack--wasabitof a ise as they finished third
ahead of Tulsa powers Kelley and Hale.

5A Girls
In ane of the closest races of the day—the second
closest, to be exact--the Jenks girls justified their
mmber-one ranking and success Sy defending
their crown, edging Norman, 98-105. With only

Continued on page 3



On TRACK

By John Hoke, Editor

It was a beautiful day in Norman and there were some fantastic races.
It seemed to be the largest crowd ever at this event and the course was very
spectator-friendly. Congratulations to Nomman coach Pat Lenington and
his helpers for putting on a first-class race.

Sorry for the delay in getting this issue in the mail. I wanted to wait for
the Oklahoma-Arkansas-Kansas triangular results and they were
unfortunately very late in getting into our office. At any rate, they’re in
this issue and you can read all about it there.

We had no less than four photographers at the state meet so if you're
interested in obtaining a shot of your favorite runner, give us a call or drop
us a note for details and availability. We took over 500 photographs so
there’s a great chance that we have what you need. At the
Oklahoma-Arkansas-Kansas triangular, Roger Taylor took team and
action photos and these are available through us as well.

This will be the last issue until the end of February when we will wrap
up the indoor track season and begin our preview of the upcoming outdoor
season. Last year there were over 380 schools with track teams and we
will be sending all of them a TEAM REPORT within the next few weeks.
Coaches: please take the time to fill these out and return them promptly
and if you are not a member of the Oklahoma Track Coaches Association,
now is the time to join. OTCA membership benefits include: summer
clinic, winter clinic, Coaches Indoor Meet, Senior All-Star Awards,
Coaches Service Awards, Hall of Fame, Oklahoma vs Arkansas track and
cross country duals, Great Southwest Classic track meet and Coach of the
Year Awards. It is your collective voice as your professional organization
in advancing the interest of track and cross country in the state. Send your
$35.00 dues to the OTCA, 822 Jona Kaye, Norman, OK 73069.

STATE MEET NOTES:

--The Marlow girls have the longest streak of bringing home a
trophy--eight years of first or second.

--3A winners Jeremy Johnson of Little Axe and Kelleigh Sanders of
Elgin were the only senior champions.

--Largest margin of victory was 92--Velma-Alma over Laveme in 2A
girls--and the smallest was five--Tahlequah Sequoyah over Hydro in 2A
boys.

--Three schools claimed six All-Staters: Velma-Alma with five girls
and one boy and McGuinness and Guthrie with three boys and three girls.
Little Axe and Plainview claimed three each in boys, there were 11 teams
with two and 35 with one. Though there are 80 runners that make All-State
only the 29 seniors are eligible for jackets. The others must wait until their
senior season.

--Edmond, Jenks and McGuinness girls are tied with seven titles each
since girls began competing in 1975. Union has the most in a row with six
while the Irish hold the longest current streak at four.

--Coach David Morton’s McGuinness teams have won seven of eight
titles, boys and girls, in the past four years.
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one runner in the top twenty--sophomore Kelli
O'Rourke in 12th—the Trojanshad torely on overall
team to win. Sophomore Renee Ahigren
missed the whole season due to injury, including the
regioml.b\ncameﬁum@wimn?.smplaceﬁxﬁsh
to give coach Alan Rice another team victory. With
no seniors an their team, Jenks looks to be in the
driver’s seat for another win next year.

The individual race was tight carly but west
regional winner, Mustang junior Comie Hussar,
powered away for the win withthe day’s fastest time
of 11:21. Owasso freshman Christine Novama
edged Norman senior Andrea DeLozier at the line
for second with Union junior Megan Riddle
winning the bunch sprint for fourth.

4A STATE CHAMPION-- McGuinness junior
Ashley Boothe also was the top Oklahoma girl in
the Oklahom-Arkansas-Kansas triangular (shown
here) in Rogers, Ark., Nov. 11. Photo by Roger
Taylor

»

SA GIRLS STATE CHAMPION-Mustang jun-
ior, Corrie Hussar, had the fastest time of the day
with an 11:21. Photo by Andre Reddington

4A Boys

The first boys race of the day saw slightly favored
McGuinness put together a great race to top
arch-rival and defending champion Guthrie, 33-64.
The Irish put seven runners in scoring position with
all seven finishing inside Guthrie’s fifth, including
a one-two finish by juniors Taylor Styron and Matt
Sexauer and a fourth place from freshman Kevin
Commolly. Coach Clay Tarter's Bluejays had three
in the top ten as well, led by senior Jeremy Cleekin
third. Altus was the best of the rest, led by senior
Brian Whitlock in sixth.

4A STATE CHAMPION--McGuinness junior
Taylor Styron (left) with teammate and runnerup

junior. Matt Sexauer (#750). Photo by Roger Tay-
lor

Individually it was a tight race through the first
mile and a half when Styron and Sexauer took off,
never to be challenged again. Connolly ung onin
third but wascaught and passed by Cleck 100 meters

Morton's Irish definitely have a dynasty in mind
with only one of their top 10 boys and girls
graduating this year.

5A Boys

With their mumber-three runner, Rob Seat, inthe
hospital Edmond Memorial needed a miracle to pull
out a victory over the seven-in-a-row champions
from Jenks. But coach David Sammons’ Bulldogs
mnmebestmoeoft}rixmsmtowinn&mu
counted, denying the Trojans another double win
Mﬁletaldnghm:mehmdwarefor&mmelveswith
a not-so-narrow 83-96 margin.

Led by defending champion Thompson and
runnerup, senior Jeremy Buhl, the Bulldogs put the
Trojans away with their mid-pack runners,
freshman Josh Burkhart--Seat’s replacement--in

Continued on page 4

5A BOYS STATE CHAMPION--Edmond Memo-
rial junior Mark Thompson. Photo by Rober Tavlor



2A GIRLS STATE CHAMPI ONSHIP--Velma-Alma freshmanRae Ann McCurry (#653) was the winner with
Wakita senior Nicki Lanie (#670) in fifth. Photo by Roger Taylor

State Championships

Continued from page 3

25th, junior Eric Wyant in 31st and junior Blaine
Phipps in 35th. Eisenhower, behind junior Welton
Jefferson's third-place finish, was third with Ponca
City in fourth.

took off after about a mile but Buhl
and Jefferson dueled until the end when the Bulldog
pulled a convincing five-second advantage for
second. Jenks senior Jeff Reid was fourth ahead of
Santa Fe senior Jason Jones.

2A Girls
There was no doubt about the outcome of this
race, it was only a question of how many
Velma-Alma would put in the top ten and which
Comet would take the individual tite, Coach Jerry
Loveall'steam didn't disappoint anyone as they won
by the day's largest margin—-92 points—over
rumerupl..nvememdfnsiumnRaeAmMcCtmy
took the individual win over freshman teammate
Cindy Fuller.

The Comets put five in the top nine--and this part
is really : four are freshman and one is a
1 Irish had better watch out next
ear! Heritage Hall's lone runner, senior Dini
‘ineda. was third ahead of Velma-Alma's Amber

Thacker and Wakita seniior, Nicki Lanie was fifth.

A

3A GIRLS STATE CHAMPIONSHIP--Elgin sen-
ior Kelleigh Sanders (#625 ) won with Grove sopho-
more Carly McCulley (#249) second and Plainview
senior Sarah Harvey (#603) fourth. Photo by Andre
Reddington

3A Girls
Plainviewcameonmmgdmingﬂtlnsthalfof
the season and the Indians of coach Jerry Naylor
were considered the favorites again in this race
wlm&npoirﬂswemomnﬂedupqldnmdmeyvym
by a convincing 31-point margin over arch-rival
Marlow. Defending champion Grove, an early
season leader, faded to fml.l'g:l:ﬂ'l a strong team
from Jones slipping into the ird spot.
Individually, it was Elgin senior Kelleigh
Sanders’ tum to stand at the top of the state meet
podium with 2 convincing win over Grove
sophomore  Cady McCulley while defending
;on Sarah Harvey, Plainview senior, finished
fourth behind Marlow sophomore Leah McCauley.

2A BOYS STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS--Velma-
Alma freshman Mylo Miller (#887) won with
Chishoom junior Walt Ginn (#380) thrid and Hy-
dro sophomore Walt Ginn (far left) second. Photo
by Andre Reddington

2A Boys

This was the day s closest race as 1994 state meet
runnerup and east regional runnerup, Tahlequah
Seg\:yal},od ed favonte Hydro by only five points,
79-84, with Riverside just three more back at 87.
Coach Sam Horsechief’s Indians were led by
sophomore Kody Tsethlikai who finished fourth.

Another Velma-Alma freshman, Mylo Miller,
dominated this class all year, and was consistently
one of the fastest boys inthe state. He wasn't pressed
in winning this one by 19 seconds over Hydro
sopl , Walt Ginn, who barely edged Chisholm
junior Shawn Sawyer for second.

Continued on page 5
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3A Boys

Before regionals we were just about ready to hand
Dickson, led by undefeated defending champion
David Lampkin, the team trophy and let everyone else
race for second. However, coach Barry Klein's Little
Axe Indians had a different notion, just like they did
last year when they unseated three-time champion
Marlow for the championship.

Led by senior Jeremy Johnson in first and former
champion Spud Blanchard--who did not race all year
due to a back injury--the Indians pulled off a stunning
upset to win the title by nine points over Plainview, led
by senior Wes Womack in second. Dickson slipped to
third when their fourth-ranked senior, Blake Jackson,
collapsed less than 100 meters from the finish and was
unable to go on. However, even if he had finished in
the position where he collapsed, Little Axe would still
have taken the victory by one point.

The individual race was full of surprises with the
biggest being Lampkin's first loss--ending hopes of a
four-year sweep—ofthe season after dominating racing
up to this point. Winner Johnson was fourth in the east
regional, almost a minute back.

3A BOYS STATE CHAMPION--Little Axe senior
Jeremey Johnson was also the top Oklahoma boy in the
Oklahoma-Arkansas-Kansas triangular (shown here)
Nov. 11 in Rogers, Ark. Photo by Roger Taylor

5A GIRLS STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS--(left to right): Norman senior Andrea DeLozier, thrid; Norman
junior Hilary Reser, fifth; Union junior Megan Riddle, fourth; Mustang junior Corrie Hussar, first; and
Owasso Freshman Christine Novarra, second. Photo by Roger Taylor

sporting goods

Nike * Diamond * Easton
Rawlings = Adidas = Converse
Mikasa * Wilson * Bike
Speedhine * Blazer »« Holloway
Russell = Pacer » Gill

ALL STATE JACKETS IN STOCK

1305 Gateway Plaza-Midwest City, Okla 73110
The corner of 15th & Air Depot

405-733-1757 » FAX 405-737-1339




