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BOMBER INVITATIONAL--The leaders at the mile were eventual winner, Westmore's Allison Franklin (left),
McGuinness' Ashley Boother (center) in second and third place, Moore' s Lindsey Hughes. Photo by John Hoke
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1996 Cross Country
State Meet Preview

By John Hoke
Editor

The regional meets were held October 26th,
under almost perfect conditions--except for it be-
ing a little warm for the late-aftemoon races--at
Tulsa’s O’Brien Park and Midwest City’s Re-
gional Park.

The state meet is set to start at 11:00 am.
Saturday, November 2nd, at Oral Roberts Univer-
sity, 81st and Lewis in Tulsa. Admission to the
meet is going to be charged, according to Okla-
homa Secondary Schools Activities Association
coordinator, David Jackson, contrary to my un-re-
searched comment in the last issue.

The regionals were hotly contested with no big
surprises at either end of the state. The West had
eight of the top-ranked individuals with only two
number-one runners competing in the East while
virtually every one of the 10 top-ranked teams was
at the West meet.

The top times at O'Brien went to 4A Hale
junior, Brandy Bratton, state runnerup in '95, with
an 11:54 while 5A Charles Page senior, Michael
Cliff, notched the best boys time with a 16:09.
Both are second-ranked in their class.

At Midwest City, Mustang senior and defend-
ing champion, Corrie Hussar, tumed in an impres-
sive 11:44 and Edmond Memorial's two-time
champ, senior Mark Thompson, ran a 15:53. The
closest team race of the West was Hydro's nine-
point win over Velma-Alma in Class A boys and
the largest margin went to McGuinness' 75-point
win over Noble. In the East, the closest was
Tahlequah Sequoyah’s three-pointer over
Chisholm in 2A boys and the largest a tie between
Lexington's 47-point win over Wamerin 3A girls
and Little Axe boys over Mannford in 3A boys by
the same margin.

Six retumning champions and two former cham-
pions highlight a list of nearly 50 retuming All-
Staters in five classes this year, with the addition
of anew Class A.

Only four of the defending champs are going
into the meet with the number one ranking. Be-
sides Hussar and Thompson, McGuinness two-
time champ, senior Ashley Boothe is picked to
repeat in 4A girls while Velma-Alma sophomore
Rae Ann McCurry is at the top of Class A after
winning 2A last year.

Five of the eight defending team champions are
picked to repeat, or take their new class as the case
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