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1996 Cross Country
State Meet

By John Hoke
Editor

TULSA--The weather was perfect for running
on Saturday, November 2nd, as the Oklahoma
Secondary Schools Activities Association’s 1996
Cross Country State Championships got under
way on the campus of Oral Roberts University at
11:00 a.m. sharp. Five classes were contested and,
with close to perfect timing, the races came off
right on schedule.

There were no big surprises in any of the team
races, with nine of the ten top-ranked teams claim-
ing the championship trophy. Only in 2A girls did
number-one Plainview stumble as number-two
Lexington put three runners in the top ten to claim
the trophy.

In the individual races it was basically more of
the same except for the collapse of unbeaten
defending 5A champion Corrie Hussar in the last
50 meters. Hussar apparently became seriously
dehydrated and was unable to finish the race,
though she was leading with close to a record
setting pace when she collapsed.

Only three defending champions were able to
repeat, three-time winners Ashley Boothe of
McGuinness in 4A and Mark Thompson of Ed-
mond Memorial in 5A, both seniors, and Velma-
Alma sophomore Rae Ann McCurry in A, winner
of 2A last year. Thompson became the first boy
to win three titles and Boothe only the fourth gird,
counting four-time winner Natalie Gray of Cascia
Hall.

Westmoore sohpomore Lindsey Hughes won
the 5A mace with the fastest time of the day of
12:15 followed by 3A"s Leah McCauley, Marlow
junior, at 12:17 and Broken Arrow sophomore,
Karla Hopkins, at 12:18.

Thompson had the fastest boys time at 15:29 in
winning the 5A race followed by Charles Page
senior Michael CLff at 15:39 in second and 4A
winner, Kevin Connolly, McGuinness sopho-
more, at 16:03.

McGuinness was the only school to win double
titles, taking both 4A titles for the second year in
a row. No school has ever won three double titles
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