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By John Hoke, Editor

We’'re off an running again. With three weeks of competition behind us and eight to
go its going to be a whirlwind.

Beginning of the year trivia.

TEAM REPORTS went out two wecks ago but not enough have come back. This is

the basis for rankings, correct spelling, schedules, phone numbers, etc. Coaches, please
take time to fill it out and return it—at least send us a team roster and schedule.

RANKINGS begin in this issue¢ and I've already made some mistakes. Some were
corrected prior to this issue going in the mail but some made it into print via the state
newspapers. Remember, rankings reflect what happened in the previous week with less
weight given to previous weeks and very little or no consideration to next week’s poten-
tial. This means that if a team or individual is beaten by someone with a lower ranking
they will most likely move ahead of them in the rankings fro the current week. Weather
conditions, tough or easy courses, injuries, other competitions, missing team members,
bad races, or other factors that could have influenced the race are not taken into account.
Runners that miss two consecutive races for any reason, injury or other, are dropped out of
the rankings until they return. My own philosophy is that if you line up to race and get beat
you don’t make excuses for the loss but prepare to win the next time. However, the final,
pre-state ranking will be based on state meet potential. I encourage input. Please call to
correct errors or just give me your opinion. Rankings will be released to state newspapers
and put on our web site (http://www.oktrack.com) as frequently as possible, at least every
two weeks.

POWER RANKINGS are going to appear in all issues from now on. This is an area
where | especially look for input. Where possible, they are derived from average team
times on the same course if head-to-head competition doesn’t exist.

RESULTS: rankings are based on results and unless we receive them we are in the
dark. Coaches, make sure that the meet director is planning to send full (20+ deep with full
names and times) results as soon as the meet is over. With weekly rankings going out we
have to have results in by noon on Monday to be factored into the week s ranking. Late re-
sults may appear in an issue but they are not always factored into the rankings.

SUMMER TRACK RESULTS got the best of me again. Same song, fourth or fifth
verse. I'm still looking for help in getting summer USATF/AAU/Hershey track meets en-
tered into my computer. Unfortunately, these age-group results are vastly more complex
than state high school results and very time-consuming to keyboard. If I can get the results
submitted electronically, I will also post them to the web site. Are there any USATF offi-
cials out there listening?

WEB SITE is up and running. We posted state track meet results along with final
season leader listings and summer schedule. We will be posting team and individual rank-
ings and maybe meet results. Look us up, check us out and let me know what you think.

OKLAHOMA TRACK COACHES ASSOCIATION—Coaches, your member-
ships run through the school year so it’s time to join again if you haven’t done so yet. Dues
are $35 and can go to Randy Belicek, 925 Lovers Lane, Purcell, OK 73080.

SUBSCRIPTIONS! This begins my seventh year of publishing the Oklahoma Track
& Field News and I feel like it has earned its place as a quality publication. With over 400
cross country teams and 800 track teams our circulation should be much higher. With only
600 paid subscribers I'm struggling to make ends meet and need closer to 1,000 to keep
publishing. Please suggest subscriptions to teammates, parents, coaches and high school
libraries. You've heard it before, but if | can’t get subscriptions up, I can’t keep publish-
ing. Help!

See you at a cross country meet!
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By John Hoke and drops to fifth.

Editor Moore leads the

Seven of the ten 1997 cross country state group of chal-
champions, along with three previous champs, lengers that in-
will return to defend their titles in 1998. Head- clude Mustang,
lining the group of 65 re- Jenks and
turning All-Staters in five Edmond Memo-
classes are three two-time rial, with no clear
winners, led by 4A de- favorite in the

magazine, has
apparently  suf-
fered the
non-graduation
loss of three of
their top runners

fender, McGuinness se- group. Jordan

nior Kevin Connolly, and Herron, un-

Weatherford senior beaten so far this

Herbie  Pebeashy, a season, has nabbed the top individual ranking

two-time winner from Hy-
dro in Class A, now com-
peting for the 4A Eagles.
They will be vying to be-
come only the second boy
to win three titles after
Edmond Memorial’s
Mark Thompson accom-
plished the feat for the

over Westmoore teammates, defending cham-
pion Summer Suchy and Allison Franklin.
Herron was the 4A champion at 1600 and 3200
meters on the track. Jenks' Atalie Barber, SA
1600 champ, Norman North’s Carolyn Remy and
Sapulpa’s Adrienne McVey will all be challeng-
ing for the top spots.

5A Boys

Edmond Memorial is back on top here on

first time with his third
win in
1996.Velma-Alma's Rae
Ann McCurry, winner in
‘95 and ‘96, will be gun-
ning for her third title in
her senior season after

the strength of a win
over defending cham-
pion Moore at the
Sapulpa meet and a
victory over Jenks at
Marlow. The Bulldogs

don’t have a top ten
runner yet but are still
scoring the points
where they count.
Jenks has a young
team, led by defending
champion Clay Cosby
while Moore is led by
No.l ranked Chris
McWatters. Mustang
and Norman North
will both contend for
top five positions at
the state meet.

dropping to seventh last
year.

Suchy

Only three of the defend-

ing champs are currently
ranked No. | after three weeks of competition.
Rankings are based almost completely on re-
ported meets and runners who have not com-
peted for any reason for two weeks are dropped
from the lists. Please see the complete explana-
tion on page two for ranking criteria.

The Power Ranking is making an early ap-
pearance this year in spite of the lack of overall
competition, different course lengths and lack of
inter-class competition. These rankings are

h tical but strive t how McWatters is unde-
rather mystical but strive to compare how teams feated after  three
stack up against each other across the state. The ! .

final Power Ranking fi the stat t tak meets, including a
e e i L head-to-head  battle

the combined results of each team and gives an
average team time for more accurate compari-
son.

with defender Cosby
at Marlow. Seven of
the top ten individuals
from last year are back
which will make for a very competitive field.

4A Girls and Boys
Same song, fourth verse. Coach Dave
Morton’s Irish will be seeking to re-write

Cosby

5A Girls
Eight of the top ten individuals are back,
along with 4A’s third-place finisher, Camille
Herron, who has transferred from Duncan to
Westmoore to help make coach Laura Clay’s

3

Oklahoma cross
country history as
they go for their
fourth consecu-
tive double team
victory. After
joining Jenks
(*88, ‘98, ‘90) as
the only other
“triple  double”
winner last year,
the Irish have the
chance to own the
“quadruple dou-
ble” and the girls
will be going fora
record seven
straight titles after
tying Union’s six
with their win last
year.

While a
team disciplinary
suspension  has
kept the Irish boys
out of the rankings
up to this point

Pebeashy

they will be seeking to live up to their 1997 No. 1
Power Ranking and 18th national pre-season
ranking by Harrier magazine. Led by two-time
champion Kevin Connolly, they retum four
All-Staters, including last year's second and third
place finishers, Bret Lowry and Patrick Eberle.

Connolly

Two-time Class A
champ Herbie
Pecbeashy is now at
Weatherford but will
have to contend with
Connolly to become
only the second boy to
win three state titles.
Guthrie, Noble and
Weatherford will do
battle for the runnerup
spot.

The Insh girls showed
some vulnerability at
regionals last year but
bounced back for a con-
vincing win at state be-
hind the undefeated
performance of fresh-
man Amanda Jordan,
also nationally ranked
by Harrier magazine.
The toll of being on top
for so long—six years,
six titles, six individual
champs—is beginning

to show on the Irish and
they could face a serious

challenge from Weatherford, Noble or Carl Al-

bert.

3A Girls

This class, already one of the toughest at
the state meet, got a lot tougher with the return of

Continued on next page



perennial  power
Plainview. De-
fending champion
Little Axe leads the
pack with four very
capable teams nip-
ping at their heals.
Marlow,
Plainview, Elk City
and Cascia Hall all
have the capability
of challenging for
the top spot.

Cascia Hall sopho-

more Carrie
McFall returns to
FRemenpReY  defend  her  title
4 along  with five
o R other  All-Staters
and newcomer

Jesse Gordon from
Plainview, who has
been burning up the
courses so far this
season.

McFall

3A Boys

Elk City carried the top ranking from start
to finish last year and coach Mark Heard’s Elks
will be trying to do the same thing again this year
to nab their third straight title. With Plainview
back in the 3A picture in makes things a bit more
interesting. Little Axe, Marlow and Anadarko
will also have a chance to contend for the title.

No champion returns here and Plainview’s
Patrick McGuire has been impressive so far this
season. Five All-Staters return but only one, Elk

City's Travis John-
son, has made it in the
top ten so far. This
will be a wide open
race.

2A Girls
Two-time de-
fending  champion

Lexington has not
been impressive, yet,
but don’t count the
Bulldogs out until the

final  points  are
counted. Warner, be-
hind defending
champ Miley

Tumbull, leads a pack
of four or five teams
that could all mount a
serious title chal-
lenge. Watch for
Tishomingo, Dick-
son, Lindsay and
Chisholm to come on
strong as the season
progresses.

Individually, Turbull—winner of the 800
and 1600 on the track—has been very impres-
sive. Lexington's Amanda Wedel and Tamara
Broome, along with Dickson’s Lindsey Hicks are
the top challengers.

2A Boys
Two-time defending champion Dickson
stands on top of this heap but the footing is pre-
carious with a host of schools fielding very capa-
ble teams. Perennial Class A powers Riverside

Thacker

and Tahlequah Sequoyah and both up to 2A
which will make the mix even more interesting.

Seven All-Staters return but no champion.
Alva’s Ryan Bickerstaff heads the pack with
Tahlequah Sequoyah's Lance Zunie, Watonga’s
Jim Bob Coleman and Chisholm’s Jerome
Dunkin nipping at his heels.

A Girls

Two-time champion Velma-Alma has de-
fending champ Amber Thacker and senior
two-time champ Rae Ann McCurry back along
with fourth place Cindy Fuller. Things will be
much tighter this year for coach Jerry Loveall’s
Comets though, with Laverne finally able to field
a full team. Lack of early scason competition and
information make this a hard class to call but
watch for Canton, Oklahoma Christian, Burns
Flat-Dill City and Wakita to rise to the top.

Healdton’s Sonja Peterson gets the top
spot with a win over the Velma-Alma pack but
this is always a very unpredictable race. Canton
freshman Beth Hooten looks good, as do
Laverne’s Kristen Barby and Carnegie’s Keshia
Sharp.

A Boys

Two-time champ Hydro loses a lot, includ-
ing the transfer of two-time winner Pebeashy to
Weatherford. Velma-Alma has former winner
Mylo Miller leading the individual race and looks
to be the team to beat right now. Oklahoma Chris-
tian has most of their team back and will be look-
ing to knock off the Comets if the opportunity
arises.

Miller will be challenged by Oklahoma
Christian’s Steve May and Taylor Miles, along
with Carnegie’s Lucian Bliss.

Oral Roberts Oklahoma Classic
Saturday, October 10

10:30 a.m. - 3A & Below Girls 3200m
11:00 a.m. - 3A & Below Boys 5K
11:45 a.m. - 4A & 5A Girls 3200m

12:15 p.m. - 4A & 5A Boys 5K

1:00 p.m. - JV Boys 5K
1:30 p.m. JV Girls 3200m

2:15 p.m. - University Women 5K
3:00 p.m. - University Men 8K
3:45 p.m. - Open Division M&W 8K

All high school, junior college, college, university, and open athletes are welcome to attend.

For more information contact Joe Dial @ 918-495-6839




