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On Track

By John Hoke, Editor

It’s right at the halfway mark for the 1998 cross country season and I'm ready for fall
to get here with cooler weather.

A few bits and pieces:

OKLAHOMA/ARKANSAS/KANSAS ALL-STAR MEET: this annual meet
sponsored by the Oklahoma Track Coaches Association is set for November 14 in
Fayetteville, Arkansas on the University of Arkansas’ home course. Coaches for the
Oklahoma teams are Little Axe’s Barry Klein (boys—405-579-2936 or 329-2156
school/405-769-6536 home) and McGuinness’ David Morton (girls—405-842-6638
school/405-341-0877 home). Nominations need to be phoned to either coach by Wednes-
day, October 28. Only runners whose coaches are members of the OTCA are eligible. The
teams will be announced following the state meet at Oral Roberts University.

HUGH PEIRCE TRACK COACHES OF THE YEAR: announced at the summer
clinic in Tulsa, Martha O’Rourke, Jenks and David Gleason, Midwest City for the girls and
Midwest City's Rocky Winkle for the boys. Congratulations coaches!

JUNIOR HIGH ALL-STAR MEET: will be held at Woodson Park in Oklahoma
City again October 15. For information and entry blanks contact Jimmy Brackeen (Mar-
low) 580-658-2619 school or 580-658-9336 home. This is really a great meet and a chance
to see the future stars of our high school teams.

RANKINGS: the team and individual rankings in this issue were compiled from
meets reccived by noon on Monday, September 28. Unfortunately there are still a number
of meets that don’t bother to send their results—especially in the eastern half of the
state—which means some deserving runners don’t get the recognition they deserve and
some teams might not either. Team rankings are being done on a weekly basis and released
to the state newspapers and individual rankings essentially every two weeks. If your local
paper iw not using them, ask them to contact us to be put on our FAX list.

NEW MEET: the Capitol Hill Redskin Run is scheduled for October 13 at Woodson
Park in Oklahoma City. Contact new head coach Ron Miller at 616-1210 for information.

NEW MEET CANCELED: due to an unfortunate scheduling error the McGuinness
meel set for October 3 was canceled. This was a much-anticipated new meet and would
have featured a 4k distance for girls. Plans are to get it going next year on an open weekend.

COWBOY JAMBOREE: at press time nearly 2,000 runners were expected October
3 on the OSU course in Stillwater. This has always been one of my favorite meets and it is
nice to see a resurgence in the number of teams that are attending. [ would personally still
like to see it conducted as an open, all-comers meet where the best teams in the state re-
gardless of class could compete against each other—maybe next year.

NEW SCHOOLS: the number of Oklahoma high school sponsoring cross country is
up past 225 and I’ve noticed schools listed in recent results that aren’t even counted in that
total—Vian, Latta, Henryetta, Oklahoma Bible Academy. This is a significant increase of
over 40 schools in the past two years, probably due mostly to the addition of Class A in
1996.

WEB PAGE: we're working on getting our Internet web site up to date with the lat-
est rankings and with a little luck, we’ll get results posted sometime this season. Check it
out: http://www.oktrack.com. Let us know what you think and how it can be improved.

UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA: is doing a great job this year. [ was in Dallas and
got to watch the OU girls win the Southern Methodist University Invitational with a team
almost totally comprised of Oklahoma girls. Way to go OU! It just goes to show you what a
state university can do by recruiting home-grown talent. Keep up the good work. (Are you
listening OSU?)

" ON THE COVER: Moore’s tcam runs as a pack in the meet at Western Heights led by No. 1 ranked Chriss

(Mc Watters (right). Photo by Roger Taylor
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1998 Cross Country

Mid-Season Review

By John Hoke
Editor

With only a month to go until the state
championships in Tulsa on the Oral Roberts Uni-
versity course, not a lot of changes have occurred
at the top of the team rankings. The Westmoore
girls have continued to dominate every race
they’ve been in and it doesn't look like any other
team can mount a
serious challenge
to their march for
the title. Led by

Duncan transfer
Camille Herron,
the Jaguars are

undefeated so far
and will have the
opportunity o
face 4A rival
McGuinness  at
the Chile Pepper
in  Fayetteville
October 17 for
Power Ranking
bragging rights.
The individual
leaders in SA have
shifted a bit with

Owasso’s  Mary
Ryser a new-
comer to the top
five and
Sapulpa’s Mary
Hill making it

back as well. The

Chile Pepper will

offer the chance
for an individual
showdown between
Herron, defending SA champ and teammate
Summer Suchy, McGuinness sophomore
Amanda Jordan, Plainview freshman Jessc
Gordon and Sapulpa’s Adrienne McVey and
Mary Hill. Jordan went undefeated in *97 and has
done the same so far this year with impressive
wins in two big Texas meets, including a win
over Gordon at SMU.

Gordon moves into the top spot in 3A with
defending champ Carrie McFall of Cascia Hall
dropping to 2A where she holds down the No. 2
slot behind defending 2A champ Miley Turnbull
of Wamer. In Class A, Canton freshman Beth
Hooten steps up over a quality field that includes
two former champs from Velma-Alma, defender
Amber Thacker and two-time champ Rae Ann
McCurry. Healdton’s Sonja Peterson stays near
the top with the No. 2 ranking.

McGuinness is again pretty much alone at
the top of 4A but the Irish really haven’t raced
much in Oklahoma so far this year. The rest of 4A
girls is hard to call but Weatherford has been very

Camille Herron

consistent and gets the nod for
the No. 2 slot. In 3A girls it is
going to be a three or four team
shoot out. Not much separates
Marlow, Plainview, Elk City
and Little Axe. Warmer has
been hard to follow with re-
sults from a couple of meets
missing but they will be chal-
lenged by  Tishomingo,
two-time defending champion
Lexington , Lindsay and Chis-
holm. A lot of balance here.

A girls still looks like
Velma-Alma but Canton is
gaining steam and Lavernc has
more runners out than we’ve
scen in a long time. By the
time state rolls around this
should be a real interesting
race.

On the boys side

McGuinness has stepped back
into action at the same place
they left it last year though the
top four teams in the state are
all within a few seconds of
cach other on average time predictions. The Irish
missed a couple of early meets due to a team dis-
ciplinary action but have been impressive in two
Texas meets. Led by two-time 4A champ Kevin
Connolly they are out to nail down the top spot in
the Power Ranking and will get the chance to be
in the same race with a host of rivals at the Chile
Pepper. Unfortunately, the Cowboy Jamboree
will separate 4A and 5A and we won’t get a direct
comparison but at least we'll have same day,
same course times to compare,

The top spot in 5A is really up for grabs.
Edmond Memorial has had a tenuous grip on it
all season but there are at lcast four teams that
have the ability to knock them out of the champi-
onship. Jenks, Broken Arrow Moore and Mus-
tang have all got a decent shot a the title and it
will come down to who has the best Halloween
Day in Tulsa.

With McGuinness back in action in 4A, the
rest of the field will—again—have to be content
with duking it out for runner-up. No clear cut fa-
vorite but Guthrie, Noble and Weatherford led
the pack. Last issue’s No. 2 ranked individual,
Kelley's Ryan Adams, is out with mono and with
the return of the Irish they top ten is totally
shaken up.

Elk City is still the favorite in 3A boys but
Anadarko has been pretty impressive in the last
couple of wecks. Plainview freshman Patrick
McGuire was within a few seconds of Connolly
at SMU and has not been really challenged in this
class so far. Little Axe is always a late bloomer so
don’t count them out yet, either.

LAVERNE INVITATIONAL--laverne's Kristen Barby and
Guymon's Jamie Lucero round a turn with Barby the eventual win-
nerin 12:55. Photo by Roger Taylor

2A boys is pretty hard to call at this point
with defender Dickson getting a slim nod. Chis-
holm looks strong
and Riverside could
be as well. Alva's
Ryan Bickerstaff gets
the top individual
spot  but  Victory
Chnistian’s Jason
DiMauro has to be
considered a top con-
tender after setting re-
cords in both the 1600
and 3200 on the track
last spring.

Velma-Alma's Mylo
Miller, winner in ‘95
as a freshman, is top
ranked in A boys . and
the Comets get the
nod as the top team.
Oklahoma Christian
School has three run-

Z i ners in the top ten and
._o.--q:.g"" Wik will certainly be chal-
% lenging for the trophy

at state. This class is

always a tough call
with very hittle compe-
tition between  the
panhandle tecams and the rest of the state until
regionals.

Ryan Bickerstaff



Purcell Invite
9/10/98

Boys

TEAM SCORING: 1. Anadarko 34, 2. Noblc 45; 3
Velma-Alma 91, 4. Ardmore 122, 5. Byng 130; 6. Purcell 138;
7. Tishomingo 152, 8. Lexington 165

INDIVIDUALS: | Tracy, Nob, 13:42; 2. Miller, VA,
13:56: 3. Rubio, Ana, 13:58; 4. Milicr, Ard, 14:17; 5. Weaver,
Nob, 14:34; 6. Moore, Ana, 14:45, 7. Swift, Ana, 14 48, 8
Mcars, Ana, 1450, 9 Johnson, Nob, 14:51; 10. Gouge, Ana,
14:52; 11 Unknown, 15:03; 12. Kirkpatrick, VA, 15:05, 13
Ryan, Tish, 15:07; 14, Cole, Nob, 15:15; 15. Milsap, Pur,
15:17, 16. Demoss, Byng, 15:19; 18. Johnson, Nob, 15:21; 19.
Blanchard, Tish, 15:22; 20. Walden, Pur, 15:29, 21. Lee, Ard,
15:35.22. Mirnett, Byng, 15:36: 23. Unknown, 15:38;24. Un-
known, 15:40; 25. Davis, Riv, 15:42; 26 Miller, VA, 15:43;
27. Lawson, Lex, 15:44; 28 Kuhl, Lex, 15:49; 29 Unknown,
15:43; 30. Firestone, VA, 15.58

Girls

TEAM SCORING: 1. Velma-Alma, 42; 2
Tishomingo 63; 3. Lexington 68; 4. Noble 94; 5. Ardmore
106; 6. Purcell 108, 7. Maysville 150; 8. Ninnckah 155

INDIVIDUALS: 1 Wedel, Lex, 8:00; 2. Clark, Nob,
8:01.3 McCurry, VA. 802, 4. Thacker, VA, 8:09; § Holman,
Ard, R13, 6. Fuller, VA, 8:17; 7. Scnbner, Tish, 8.22; 8§
Chavez, Nob, 826, 9. Dunaway, Pur, 8:30; 10. Lewss, Lex,
8:32; 11. Kauser, Tish, 8:34; 12 HefMington, Tish, 8:38; 13
Harrell, Ard, 8:39; 14 Tilley, VA, 8:39; 15. Clower, VA, 8:40;
16. Hinton, Tish, 8:45; 17. Landrith, Tish, 846, 18. Powell,
Lu 848. 19 [!onncr Lcn 8:55; 2[) (mk Tish, 8:59; 21

9 1I 24 l!nmn Nob, 9: Iﬁ "5 Mnmn Pur. 9:18; 26. Mu.ul.
Pur, 9.19; 27 Davis, Ard, 9:21, 28 Unknown, 9.24; 29 Un-
known, 9:27: 30 Hathorn, Nob, 9:28

Okmulgee Invite
9/11/98

IFEAMS  PARTICIPATING (NO  TEAM
SCORING): Okmulgee, Vian, McAlester, Glenpool, Oktaha,
Owasso, Warner, Cancy Valley, Broken Armow, Shawnce,
Vinita, Berryhill, Henryetta, Sallisaw, Beggs, Bristow
Boys (225 nules)

WESTERN HEIGHTS—Plainview's Jesse Gordon leads the pack from the start en route to
winning the 34 girls race with the fastest time of the day at 11:10. Photo by Roger Taylor

INDIVIDUALS: 1. Josh Moscby, Ow, 11:52; 2. Dal-
las Carroll, Ow, 12:06; 3. Ed Heckel, Vian, 12:12; 4. Levi
Lainart, Shaw, NT; 5. Toby Buoy, CV, NT.

Girls (1.25 mules)

INDIVIDUALS: 1. Jaime German, Ow, 6:12; 2. Mary
Tumbull, Wam, 6:15; 3. Mary Ryser, Ow, 6:23; 4. Kim
Thomas, McA, 6:30; 5. Christine Novara, Ow, 6:47; 6. Joanna
Dossctt, Ow, 6:53; 7. Lindsay Laudlin, Glen, 6:58; 8. Misty
Marshall, Glen, 7:05; 9. McAfferty, Wam, 7:10; 10. Amy Ti-
ger, Ow. 7:12

Edison Invite

Tulsa

9/11/98

Boys
TEAM SCORING: Marlow 63, Edison 72, Holland
Hall 101, Bixby 112, Kelley 140, Victory Christian 221,
Tahlequah Sequoyah 232, Tahlequah 236, Mcmonal 252,
Mannford 275, Washington 289, Muskogee 333, Catoosa 334,
East Central 359, Sand Springs 366

10:30 a.m. -
11:00 a.m. -
11:45 a.m.

12:15 p.m. -

2:15 p.m. -
3:00 p.m.
3:45 pnmu -

1:00 p.m. - JV Boys 5K
1:30 p.m. JV Girls 3200m

Oral Roberts Oklahoma Classic
Saturday, October 10

3A & Below Girls 3200m
3A & Below Boys 5K

- 4A & 5A Girls 3200m
4A & 5A Boys 5K

University Women 5K
- University Men 8K
Open Division M&W 8K

All high school, junior college, college, university, and open athletes are welcome to attend.

For more information contact Joe Dial @ 918-495-6839




