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By John Hoke, Editor

This is the last issue before regionals and the state meet. I’'m planning on going to the
Chile Pepper Cross Country Festival Oct. 17 and hope to see some great races with the top
teams from Oklahoma, Arkansas, Texas, Kansas and Missouri planning to attend. This has
always been one of my favorite events and everyone interested in cross country should
make an effort to go at least once. The pre-state meet at Oral Roberts University has
adopted the cross country festival theme, with high school, college and open races. ORU
coach Joe Dial did a great job in the first year for this format and we’re looking forward to
secing this event develop as one of the premier races in the region.

Speaking of All-Star competition. The coaches for the Oklahoma All-Star
Team—Barry Klein, Little Axe and David Morton, McGuinness are still looking for nomi-
nations. The info was in the last issue but just in case it got lost:

OKLAHOMA/ARKANSAS/KANSAS ALL-STAR MEET: this annual meet
sponsored by the Oklahoma Track Coaches Association is set for November 14 in
Fayetteville, Arkansas on the University of Arkansas’ home course. Coaches for the
Oklahoma teams are Little Axe’s Barry Klein (boys—405-579-2936 or 329-2156
school/405-769-6536 home) and McGuinness’ David Morton (girls—405-842-6638
school/405-341-0877 home). Nominations need to be phoned to either coach by Wednes-
day, October 28. Only runners whose coaches are members of the OTCA are eligible.
There will be a small participation fee but will include a full uniform. The teams will be an-
nounced following the state meet at Oral Roberts University.

Rankings in this issue were done early in the week, prior to all of the conference
meets listed in this issue. The next ranking is the easiest of all since it comes out after the
regionals but, the best thing is that the final ranking is up the runners themselves!

Bret Rider, the athletic director at Guymon, is trying to get a new meet established out
in the panhandle. He is looking for interested teams and hopes to have a date set by Novem-
ber 1. Give him a call at 580-338-4350 if you’re interested.

The next issue will be dated October 30 and will contain full regional results and the
final pre-state rankings. It will be available at the state meet.

See you at a cross country race!

ON THE COVER: Plainview freshman Jesse Gordon leads Wamner's Miley Tumbull en route to winning the 3A and
below race at the pre-state meet on the Oral Roberis University course in Tulsa, Oct. 10. Gordon's time of 11:52 was the sec-
ond fastest of the day. Photo by Roger Taylor
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Regionals Next Stop

For State Teams

By John Hoke
Editor

Only two more weeks of competition re-
main before the state meet at Oral Roberts Uni-
versity in Tulsa, Saturday, October 31. This is the
last issue before regionals which will be held Oc-
tober 24 in Elk City, Tishomingo, Norman
(Reaves Park) and Tulsa (Mohawk Park). There
is still one more week of open competition, in-
cluding the Chile Pepper Cross Country Festival
in Fayetteville, Ark., Oct. 17. This will be the last
chance to see some of the top teams and individu-
als go against each other regardless of class.

As in the past, the big pre-state meet at Oral
Roberts University on October 10 drew most of
the state’s top teams for a head-to-head clash on
the state meet course and is the primary factor in
the team and individual rankings in this issue.
There were only a few notable absences in the top
classes while 2A and A were fairly sparse. Sev-
eral conference meets are reported in this issue
but were received too late to be factored into the
individual and team rankings.

5A Boys

Edmond Memorial, undefeated all season,
turned in their best performance of the year at
ORU, with a convincing win over all the 5A pow-
ers. It looks like the real battle will be for second
here with three teams—Jenks, Moore and Mus-
tang—in a close battle for the hardware. If the
Bulldogs have a bad day or lose one of their top
five things might get very interesting.

Individually, Moore’s Chris McWatters
continues to inch his
way to the final race
with the No. 1 rank-
ing. He had his tough-
est challenge so far
this season at ORU
with defending cham-
pion Clay Cosby of
Jenks right on his
shoulder until 400
meters from the fin-
ish. Broken Arrow’s
Chris Wright holds
down the No. 2 spot,
notching a win over
Cosby at the Cowboy
Jamboree.

5A Girls

The Westmoore girls,
top-ranked from the
start, look very likely
to finish the season
undefeated, though
both Owasso and
Mustang have the tal-
ent to keep them hon-

Summer Suchy
Westmoore

est. The Jaguar’s Camille
Herron dropped out of the No.
1 spot for the first time this
season, fading from first to
sixth in the last 200 meters at
ORU, but teammate and de-
fending champion Summer
Suchy took up the slack. Mus-
tang’s Wendy and Mindy
Scott and Owasso’s Mary
Ryser and Jamie German will
all be in the hunt for the title as
well.

4A Boys

McGuinness is untouch-
able again in this race, putting
on a very impressive show at
ORU with five of the top
seven, including a
one-two-three sweep, just like
they did at state last year. The
Irish are looking to become the
first school in the state to cap-
ture four straight double titles
(boys and girls) after tying
Jenks mark last year when they
took their third *“dou-
ble-double.”  Senior Kevin
Connolly is gunning for his
third individual title and will be
only the second boy
to accomplish the
feat if he wins, as he
should. Teammates

Roger Taylor

Brett Low-
ry—runnerup last
year—and  John

Hamilton lead the
chase pack with
Western  Heights
Phillip Semien a
top contender as
well. Guthrie has a
good grip on the
runnerup spot but
both Edison and
Weatherford ~ will
be looking to slip
away with a trophy.

4A Girls

It’s all Irish
in this race as well.
McGuinness  has
held down the top
ranking since the
beginning of the
season when they
topped No. 2
Weatherford at Marlow but the two teams have
not met since, with the Eagles a no-show at the
pre-state meet. With the top team spot probably

Kevin Connolly
McGuinness

ORAL ROBERTS--Moore's Chris McWatters (right) won the
5A race over defneding champion Clay Cosby of Jenks. Photo by

out of reach, three
teams look to contend
for the runnerup spot:
Weatherford, Kelley
and Guthrie.
Individually,

McGuinness  sopho-
more defending
champ Amanda Jor-
dan is in a class of her
own. No one has even
come close this season
and she has consis-
tently had the top time
of the day by huge
margins. While Jor-
dan runs away with
the title the rest of the
top ten will be up for
grabs. Weatherford's
Jennifer Shaffer and

Carmen Zamora,
Pryor’s Melissa
Corlett and Abby Nut-

ter, Lindsay Peterson
of McGuinness, Tracy
Kmetz of Kelly, Jamie
Lucero of Guymon and
Kim  Thomas of
McAlester and will be in the hunt for All-State.

Amanda Jordan
McGuinness



3A Boys

Elk City has held
down the top ranking
since the beginning
of the season but pe-
rennial end of the
scason power Little
Axe showed they are
a force to be con-
tended with as they
took a strong second
at the pre-state meet.
Plainview could
sncak into  the
runnerup spot if the
race goes their way
and Anadarko is a
dark horse, maybe
even with the poten-
tial for an upset win.

Plainview freshman
Patrick McGuire has
held the No. | rank-
ing since the begin-
ning of the scason

Patrick McGuire  and is undefeated in
o this class.
Plainview Anadarko's  Jesus
Rubio, Elk City's

Travis Johnson and
Little Axe's Chuck Staton round out the top five
at this point.

3A Girls

Plainview is back up to 3A afier a brief stay
in 2A and the Indians are looking very comfort-
able at the top. Led by freshman phenom Jesse
Gordon they were 15-point winners over Elk City
at the pre-state meet. Marlow and Little Axe both
have the capabilities of challenging for a
runnerup spot.

Gordon has lost only to one runner in the
state—and that was at SMU in Dallas when she
was beaten by McGuinness’ Jordan. She had the
second fastest time at the pre-state meet and
should be at the Chile Pepper along with Jordan
and Westmoore's Suchy and Herron for a
head-to-head showdown. Little Axe’s Susan
Morford and Elk City’s Amy Kilhoffer are the
best of the rest of 3A at this point.

2A Boys

This is going to be a tough class to call with
Chisholm, Riverside Dickson and Tahlequah
Sequoyah all capable of putting together a win-
ning effort. Chisholm gets the No. | spot on the
strength of their showing at the pre-state meet but
they were mixed in with 3A and A at that meet
and it will be different at the state meet.

Alva’s top-ranked Ryan Bickerstaff carned
his spot back with a win at the pre-state meet after
losing to Victory Christian’s Jason DiMauro at
the Cowboy Jamboree the week before. Dick-
son’s Alex Ratcliff, Chisholm’s Steve Sawyer,
Watonga's Jim Bob Coleman round out the top
five.

2A Girls

Two-time defending champion Lexington
is back in the No. 1 slot here with a narrow finish

ahead of Warner at the pre-state meet after
spending the early part of the season elsewhere in
the rankings. Warner still has serious intentions
on winning the title and Tishomingo may be up
for the challenge as well, just haven’t seen much
of them this scason so far.

Defending champ Miley Turnbull held on
to her No. | ranking with a pre-state meet win
over 3A defender Carrie McFall of Cascia Hall,
now that the Commandos are down to 2A.
Purcell's Amy Dunaway, Lindsay's Marda
Traylor and Dickson’s Lindsey Hicks round out
the top five.

A Boys

Oklahoma Christian School has been mov-
ing up in the rankings all season and served no-
tice at the pre-state meet that they seriously want
to win. They finished way ahead of Velma-Alma
and could easily go 1-2-3 individually at state
with Steve May, Taylor Miles and Ben Craycraft.
Not much is know about the western Oklahoma
teams but Oklahoma Bible Academy seems to
best the best of the rest, with Braman and
Timberlake still in the hunt.

With 1996 and ‘97 winner Herbie
Pebeashy transferred to Weatherford, ‘96 champ
Mylo Miller of Velma-Alma will be looking to
crack Oklahoma Christian’s hold on the top spots
along with Carnegie’s Lucian Bliss.

A Girls

Velma-Alma
seems to have a strong
hold on the top spot
here but, as is usually
the case, the western
Oklahoma teams are
hard to get a grip on.
Laverne is finally back
in the running with a
full team and Canton
has been close. All
three have two runners
ranked in the top ten.

Individually it
looks like Canton
freshman Beth Hooten
may the top runner.
Laverne’s Kristin Bar-
by and Tonya Bentley
along with
Velma-Alma’s  two
time champ Rae Ann
McCurry and defender
Amber Thacker and
Healdton’s Sonja Pe-
terson all have the ca-
pability of winning the
title.

Rae Ann McCurry
Velma-Alma

At Reaves Park in Norman

Class 5A (boys 1:30 p.m./girls 2:30
p-m.): Choctaw, Del City, Edmond Memorial,
Edmond North, Edmond Santa Fe, Eisen-
hower, Lawton, Midwest City, Moore, Mus-
tang, Norman, Norman North, Putnam City,
Putnam City North, Putnam City West,
Westmoore, Yukon.

p-m.): Altus, Ardmore, Bishop McGuinness,
Broken Bow, Capital Hill, Carl Albert,

1998 Regional Assignments

At Elk City High School

Class 3A (boys 2:00 p.m./girls 3:30
p-m.): Anadarko, Blanchard, Classen, Edmond
Elk City,
Piedmont, Star Spencer, Sulpher, Tuttle.

Class 2A (boys 1:30 p.m.girls 3:00
p-m.): Alva, Chisholm, Fairview, Hennesey,
CLASS 4A (boys 1:00 p.m./girls 2:00 Heritage Hall, Jones, Lexington, Lindsay,
Millwood, Purcell, Riverside, Watonga.

Class A (boys 1:00 p.m./girls 2:30

Deer Creek, Elgin,

Marlow,

Douglass, Duncan, Durant, El Reno, Guymon,
Harrah, John Marshall, MacArthur, Noble,
Northwest Classen, Shawnee, Southeast,
Tecumseh, U.S. Grant, Weatherford, Western
Heights.

p.m.): Balko, Beaver, Boise City, Braman,
Buffalo, Burlington, Bumns Flat-Dill City, Can-
ton, Canute, Camegie, Deer Creek-Lamont,
Forgan, Freedom, Garber, Goodwell, Hinton,
Hooker, Keyes, Laverne, Okeene, Oklahoma
Bible Academy, Pioneer Pleasant-Vale, Pond

At Mohawk Park in Tulsa Creek-Hunter, Timberlake, Tyrone, Wakita,

Class 5A (boys 2:00 p.m./girls 3:30
p.m.): Bartlesville, Broken Arrow, Charles
Page, East Central, Enid, Jenks, Tulsa Memo-
rial, Muskogee, Owasso, Ponca City, Sapulpa,
Stillwater, Tahlequah, Union, Will Rogers.

p-m.): Bishop Kelley, Bixby, B.T. Washing-
ton, Catoosa, Central, Claremore, Cushing,
Daniel Webster, Fort Gibson, Glenpool, Grove,
Guthrie, McAlester, McLain, Miami, Nathan
Hale, Okmulgee, Pryor, Sallisaw, Stilwell,
Thomas Edison, Wagoner.

Sequyah-Claremore.

Yarbrough.

At Tishomingo High School

Class 2A (boys 1:30 p.m./girls 2:30
p-m.): Beggs, Caney Valley, Cascia Hall,
Class 4A (boys 1:30 p.m./girls 3:00 Dickson,

Henryetta,

Pawhuska, Prague,

p.m.):

Roff, Stratford,

Sequoyah-Tahlequah,
Stroud, Tishomingo, Vian, Victory Christian,
Warner, Westville, Wynnewood.

Class A (boys 1:00 p.m./girls 2:00
Bennington,
Coalgate, Depew, Healdton, Hydro, Kansas,

Class 3A (boys 1:00 p.m./girls 2:30): Latta, Maysville, Morrison, Mounds, Moyers,
Berryhill, Blackwell, Bristow, Byng, Jay, Little Oaks, Oklahoma Christian School, Oktaha,
Axe, Madill, Mannford, Plainview, Poteau, Temple,
Tonkawa, Velma-Alma, Walters.

Konawa, Marietta,

Central-Sallisaw,

Thackerville,




