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On Track

By John Hoke, Editor

This is the sixth year the Okiahoma TRACK & FIELD NEWS has covered the
0.5.8.A.A. State Cross Country Championships and if you bought this copy at the state
meet and aren’t a subscriber, now is the time to become one. Take advantage of our state
meet special! The state meet results issue and the 1999 track season—eight issues for only
$15.00.

Sorry for the shameless plug—again—but it take subscribers to keep us in business.
Every high school library should have a copy—it’s a great way to get athletes into the li-
brary to read something they’re interested in and it gives them a chance to see their names
in print. Coaches, Parent, athletes—ask your school librarian to add OT&FN to their list of
publications.

Here's another plug: the Steve Prefontaine movie “Without Limits” opens in Tulsa
Friday at the AMC Southroads 20 Theater, 41* and Yale. There’s an ad in this issue but if
the times aren’t available at press time, you can call 622-9544 to get them.

Karla Shahan of Tulsa successfully lobbied Warner Brothers to bring the movie—a
Tom Cruise/Robert Towne production about Steve Prefontaine starring Billy Cruddup and
Donald Sutherland, as Pre’s coach, Oregon legend Bill Bowerman—to Tulsa. It will hit
Tulsa the night before the Tulsa Run and the state meet, so the timing is excellent.

“Without Limits” is the story about two very different men who shared a pure, un-
adulterated passion for running and a commitment to being the very best they could be.
Each rose to greatness: each changed the other’s life.

The film is written by Academy Award-winning filmmaker Robert Towne and
Kenny Moore, one of Pre’s closest friends and a world-class runner and critically lauded
writer for Sports Illustrated and other publications.

Prefontaine’s fights against the AAU were eventually taken up by his contemporar-
ies, who, inspired by his words, ultimately revolutionized amateur athletics in America.
During the 1970s, the AAU controlled track and field competition as well as other sports
including wrestling and swimming; they determined which athletes could compete against
one another and under what conditions. Runner who wanted to arrange their own opportu-
nities to compete against the best feldt powerless. Prefontaine, with his relentless drive and
will, fought doggedly against the disempowerment of runners and other AAU athletes.

Mary Decker Slaney, a former Olympic runner who met and trained with Pre when
both were teenagers, vividly remembers his emotional approach to his sport. “Pre had,
among some people, the reputation for being arrogant, but I knew him and that’s not the
way he seemed to me. He had a great passion for running, and he was generous with his
time, consideration and support to pcople who shared that passion. He had tremendous
heart.

“I’m glad that this movie was made, because it will introduce Pre to young athletes,
and because it shows someone who became a success on a singular, personal level. He was
one of the best.”

I’'m planning on going—hope everyone else is too.

The next issue, which is the last of the cross country season, will be dated around
Nov. 16 inorder to be able to get the Arkansas, Kansas, Oklahoma All-Star Meet results in.
We will also try to get the results of both the AAU and USATF state meets in as well.

See you at the state meet!

ON THE COVER--Watonga s Jim Bob Coleman (right) edges Alva’s No. I ranked Ryan
Bickerstaff at the Alva Invitaional. Bickerstaff came back to win the West Regional and kept his
No. 1 ranking, Photo by Roger Taylor
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1998 Cross Country
State Meet Preview

By John Hoke
Editor

The 1998 Oklahoma Secondary Schools
Activities Association’s 1998 State Cross Coun-
try Championships will be held Saturday, Octo-
ber 31, at Tulsa’s Oral Roberts University. The
first race begins at 11:00 a.m. with the Class A
Boys and the last race is at 3:30 p.m. with the SA
Girls. The A-3A awards assembly is set for 2:30
p.m. and the 4A-5A assembly at 4:30 p.m,, with
both being held across the street from ORU at the
Hilton Hotel. Admission to the meet will be col-
lected again with proceeds to help defray ex-
penses associated with the meet.

Regional meets were again held at four
sites—Norman Reaves Park, Tulsa Mohawk
Park, Elk City and Tishomingo—with a total of
14 teams qualifying for the state meet in each
class, and the top seven non-team qualifying in-
dividuals. The weather was great at all sites this
year, compared to last year’s stormy and snowy
meets. All four sites were new for regional com-
petition.

The top ranked teams all captured regional
titles with the exception of the Elk City boys,
who lost a sixth runner tie-breaker to Anadarko in
the 3A West Regional. The McGuinness boys
had the largest margin of victory again, with a
54-point bulge over runnerup Durant, while less
than a point separated all four of the Class 3A
meets as well as two of the Class 2A meets.

The Irish were the
only school to capture
double regional wins
and coach Dave Mor-
ton’s runners will be
gunning for their
fourth straight double
win at the state
meet—a feat never

accomplished in
Oklahoma. Last year
McGuinness tied

Jenks' record of three
straight double wins
and there scems to be
little in the way of the
“Quadruple Doublc”
for the Insh this year.

The top times at Tulsa
went to Jenks defend-
ing 5A champion
Clay Cosby with a
15:38 and Plainview
freshman Jesse
Gordon with an 11:29
in 3A. At Norman,
McGuinness defend-
ing 4A champion se-
nior Kevin Connolly

Clay Cosby
Jenks

turned in a 15:54 while team-
mate defending champion
Amanda Jordan ran a scalding
10:54. At Elk City,
Anadarko’s  Jesus  Rubio
clocked a 16:42 in 3A and
Laverne's Kristen Barby got a
12:20 in A. At Tishomingo
Victory  Christian’s  Jason
DiMaurorana 16:31 in 2A and
Warner's defending champion
Miley Tumbull ran 11:49 in
2A.

There are a few shake-
ups in the final rankings of top
teams and a few top runners
that didn’t appear in regional
results but may still be able to
compete at state.

There are seven defend-
ing champions and three for-
mer champions in the field that
will include 65 returning
All-Staters. Only three de-
fenders enter the meet ranked
No. | and one former champ while only three of
the defending team champions carry a No. |
ranking into the state meet.

Here is a class by class rundown of the
meet, in the order of their races.

A Boys

(11:00 a.m.)

Oklahoma Chris-
tian School turned in a
good performance at
the pre-state meet at
ORU to take over the
No. 1 slot and then
came back and dis-
patched their top con-
tender, Velma-Alma, at
the Tishomingo re-
gional. The Saints, un-
der new head coach
Martin Schnetzler, have
had their sites on the
state championship
since the beginning of
the season and have
four runners in the top
ten. Velma-Alma will
be their toughest com-
petition while defend-
ing champion Hydro
was decimated by grad-
uation and the move of

defending  champion ;

Herbie Pebeashy to Mylo Miller

Weatherford. Velma-Alma
Camegie  cap-

tured the Elk City re-
gional with Beaver in the runnerup spot but the
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CHILE PEPPER--McGuinness senior Kevin Connolly (right)
won with a 15:23, fastest time by an Oklahoma runner this year.
Photo by John Hoke

western teams just don’t seem to have the horses
this year.

Velma-Alma’s former champion (‘95)
Mylo Miller moved back into the No. | slot with
his regional win over Oklahoma Christian’s Tay-
lor Miles and Steve
May. Tyrone’s Nick
Cates took the individ-
ual win at Elk City
while the Saint’s Erin
Rooney and Ben
Craycraft, along with
Camegie’s Lucian
Bliss, will be looking
to crack the top five.
Rounding out the top
ten are Hydro's Mi-
chael Buckmaster,
Camegie's Jean
Shackelford and Boise
City’s Andy
Hedgewood.

2A Boys

(11:30 a.m.)

Chisholm, Riv-
erside and defending
champion Dickson are
in a close battle for the
hardware here with the
Longhorns of coach
Joe Spurlock getting a
slight nod over the rest
on the basis of their nar-
row one-point win over
Riverside at the Elk City
regional, while Dickson cruised to an easier win
over Victory Christian at Tishomingo. The Long-

Nick Cates
Tyrone



Jason DiMauro
Victory Christian

homns were also the
top 2A team at the
pre-state meet and
have two runners in
the top ten.

This will be one of
the better individual
battles of the meet
with Alva's No. 1

ranked Ryan
Bickerstaff  gong
against Victory
Christian’s ~ Jason

DiMauro, who set
track records last
spring at 1600 and
3200 meters.
Bickerstaff won their
last meeting at the
pre-state meet. Chis-
holm’s Steve Saw-
yer, Dickson’s Jerry
Cook and River-
side’s Daniel Davis
will be there to keep
the pressure on with
Bobby  Chapman,
Prague, Alex
Ratcliff,  Dickson,

Jerame Dunkin
Chisholm, Jonathan
Burnett, Victory

Christian and Jim

Bob Coleman, Watonga, rounding out the top

ten.

3A Boys

(12:00 noon)

This race,
along with the 3A
girls, looks to be one
of the tightest and
most hotly contested
divisions in the
meet.  Defending
champion Elk City
carried the No. |
ranking all season
but lost it to
Anadarko when the
Warriors  nipped
them on a sixth run-
ner tie breaker at
their own regional.
Little Axe, always a
state meet contender
by the end of the
season, is not far be-
hind and any one of
these three could be
on the podium at the
end of the day. This
race could easily
come down to the
sixth runner as less

than ten points sepa-
rate the group based
on pointing out indi-
vidual rankings.

Patrick McGuire
Plainview

Plainview  freshman
Patrick McGuire has
held the top ranking
here all season but
Anadarko's Jesus
Rubio, winner of the
Elk City regional, is
hot on his heels. Elk
City has Travis John-
son and Chnis
McHone, Anadarko
adds Dustin Moore
and David Gouge,
Marlow’s Jon Davis
and Plainview’s
Randy Womack round
out the top ten.

A Girls
(12:30 p.m.)

Defending champion
Velma-Alma seems to
have a good grip on re-
peating, with three
runners in the top ten,
including defending
champion Amber
Thacker and two-time
former champ Rae
Ann McCurry. Coach
Jerry Loveall’s Comets
have been consistent
winners but they will
face a serious chal-
lenge from perennial
panhandle power
Laverne, who failed to
field a full team last
year in spite of several
outstanding individu-
als. Canton holds
down the No. 3 spot
with Hydro a scrious
challenge for the third
place medals. Sallisaw
Central is a newcomer
to the top of the heap
here and is looking to
crack the top five in
their first year of com-
petition.

Individually, the
top spot in this class
has changed hands on
almost a weekly basis.
Healdton's Sonya Pe-
terson gets the nod for
No. 1 on the basis of
her regional win over
McCurry and Thacker while Laverne’s Kristen
Barby and Canton freshman Beth Hooten both
have the capability of winning the whole thing.
Velma-Alma’s Cindy Fuller and Tiffany Tilley,
Stratford’s Krista Rowe, Bennington’s Lindsey
McNeal and Tonkawa's Nikki Norwood round
out the top ten.

2A Girls (1:00 p.m.)
This is another one of those barn burner
races, The top spot has shifted around a bit during

Sonya Peterson
Healdton

Kristen Barby
Laverne
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the season but in the
end it is surprising
Tishomingo that gets a
slight nod to be the
champion. Coach
Charles Wyatt’s run-
ners won their own re-
gional by one point
over Wamer while de-
fending champion
Lexington won Tulsa
regional but an injury
to Amanda Wedel has
put them in a chal-
lenger role instead of
favorite. Warner is a
force to be contended
with as well, finishing
Jjust one point behind
Tishomingo on the In-
dians home course.
Lindsay and Chisholm
round out the top five
but neither has the
horses to make a run at
the championship.

Defending cham-
pion, Warner senior
Miley Turnbull, has
held on to the No. |
ranking all season and has two wins over 3A
champ Carrie McFall of Cascia Hall, now down
in 2A. Purcell’s Amy Dunaway won the Elk City
regional over Lindsay’'s Marda Traylor with
Dickson’s Lindsey Hicks a distant third at
Tishomingo. Lexington’s Tamara Broome and
Audrey Lewis, Watonga’s Katy Hartfield,
Tishomingo’s Tonya Heffington and Dee Dee
Kaiser round out the top ten.

3A Girls

(1:30 p.m.)

This could be
the closest race of the
day, with any one of
four teams solidly ca-
pable of pulling off the
win. Plainview gets an
ever so slight nod over
defending champ Lit-
tle Axe, based on their
one-point win over the
Indians in the Tulsa

Miley Turnbull
Warner

regional. Marlow
edged Elk City on a
sixth  runner tie

breaker at Elk City but
the Elks were missing
their top runner, Amy
Kilhoffer, who was
sitting out with a mus-
cle pull and will be
back for state. This
one could also easily
come down to a sixth
runner tie breaker and
is my choice to the top
race of the day to
watch.

Individually, no
one in this class has

Jesse Gordon
Plainview



