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- On Track

By John Hoke, Editor

It’s the start of another new year and we’re already almost half way to the small school
state meets. We’ve got some very experienced help this year as former Marlow coach Jimmy
Brackeen has come on board to do the cross country rankings and updates. Hopefully, this will
help spread the work around a bit and we’ll be able to bring you a more complete OT&FN as
well as more timely.

Here’s the usual beginning of the year stuff.

RANKINGS begin in this issue and you have to remember that they reflect what hap-
pened in the previous week with less weight given to prior competition. There are some meets
reported in this issue that were not factored into the rankings because they were not in our office
soon enough (Monday morning) to be included though they did make the issue. Rankings are
again being release to the state papers and put on our web site ( as frequently as possible, at least
every two weeks. If your local newspaper does not run them, ask them to call us.

RESULTS: rankings are based on results and unless we receive them we are in the dark.
They must be in our office no later than Monday afternoon to be considered for the rankings.

TEAM REPORTS went out three weeks ago but, as usual, not enough have come back.
Coaches, please take time to fill it out and return it - at least send us team roster and a schedule.

PHOTOGRAPHS-OT&FN is blessed with one of the best sports action photographers in
the business. Roger Taylor’s work has graced these pages for years and readers still don’t know
that they can buy the photos for their own collections. Give him a call at 405-341-3171.

OKLAHOMA TRACK COACHES ASSOCIATION chose Ardmore’s Lee Ann Musgrove as
the girls track coach of the year and Moore's Ben Martin as the boys track coach of the year. Congrat-
ulations to these two fine coaches.

SUBSCRIPTIONS!!! If you’ve been around a while then you've heard this song and dance.
This is our eighth year to publish OT&FN but we’re still struggling to make ends meet. Please sug-
gest subscription to teammate, parents, coaches and high school libraries.

See you at a cross country meet!

ON THE COVER—Mustang’s Brad Mixon
edges Enid’s Craig Swiger at the finish line of the Carl
Albert Invitational August 26th. They were both timed
in 9:58 for 3,000 meters. Photo by Roger Taylor

Cross Country Schedule

September

2: Owasso. 3: University of Tulsa. 4: Little Axe, Wynnewood, Sapulpa, Weatherford. 6:
Putnam City North. 9: Enid, Purcell, Southeast (Woodson Park). 10: Okmulgee, Edison. 11:
Ponca City, St. Gregory, Western Heights, Chisholm, Perryton, Madill, Rim Rock (KS). 13:
Pritchett (Tx). 14: Putnam City, Canadian Valley Conference at Lindsay. 16: University of Cen-
tral Oklahoma, Del City (Ray Trent Park). 18: Southern Methodist University (Dallas), Wakita,
Bartlesville, Watonga, Dumas (Tx), Lindsay. 21: Putnam City North, Lake Coutny Conference
at Tishomingo, Ulysses. 23: Lexington. 25. Oklahoma Baptist University, Timberlake, Dickson,
Holland Hall, Pauls Valley, Tahlequah Sequoyah, Edmond Dog Pack, Laverne. 28: Bennington,
Marietta. 30: Putnam City.

October

2: Oklahoma State University, Velma-Alma, Braman, Tahlequah, Watonga. 5: Putnam
City West, Pryor. 7: Oklahoma Baptist University, OKC All-City (Woodson Park). 9: Turpin,
Irish Harrier Classic, Oral Roberts University, Chisholm riverside. 12: Capitol Hill (Woodson
Park), Metro Lakes Conference. 13: Frontier Conference. 14: Edmond Deer Creek, Junior High
All Star (Woodson). 15: Mid-State Conference. 16: Chile Pepper (Fayetteville, Ark.), South
2A-A Regional at Lindsay. Midwest City, Elk City. 23: 2A-A State Meet at Shawnee (Gordon
Cooper Vo-Tech), 3A-4A-5A Regional at Woodson Park, OKC. 30: 3A-4A-5A State Meet at
Oral Roberts University in Tulsa.
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Five Champions Return to
Defend Titles In 1999

By Jimmy Brackeen

Five of the ten Cross Country State Cham-
pions are returning to defend their titles this year
with two former champions in the field as well.
With 60 returning All-Staters back, their task
won’t be easy. Cross
country is growing in
popularity, with more
and more schools
competing every
year. Better athletes
are taking up the
sport, and the drive
and commitment to
be the best is causing
the sport to become
more competitive ev-
ery year. The return-
ing champions are:
Beth Hooten - Can-
ton (A); Jesse
Gordon - Plainview
(2A, 3A champ last
year); Amanda Jor-
dan — McGuinness
(4A - going for num-
ber three);  Steve
Sawyer - Chisholm
(2A); and Patrick
McGuire — Plainview
(2A, 3A champ last  Amanda Jordan
year). ) McGuinness

Oklahoma will
have two State Cham-
pionships this year. Classes A and 2 A will com-
pete at Gordon Cooper Vo-Tech in Shawnee on
the 23rd of October,
while classes
3A-4A-5A will com-
pete at Oral Roberts on
the 30th of October.
Regionals will be at
two sites for each meet
the week before the
state meet.

Once again, the team
races will be challeng-
ing with a slew of
teams who have the tal-
ent to defend their team
titles. The
McGuinness girls will
be shooting for an
eighth straight team ti-
tle and their eleventh
state title in thirteen
years. In the boys
races, McGuinness will
be going for their sev-
enth title in eight years,
. . Elk City will try to
Patrick McGuire four-peat and Edmond

Plainview

Memorial will try to

even things up with Jenks by try-
ing to win a tenth state champi-
onship since 1979.

Junior High cross country
is on the rise in Oklahoma also,
with more teams competing ev-
ery year. The Jr. High All-Star
Meet provides a championship
caliber meet for the young run-
ners, and is growing every year.
Many of the Jr. High individual
champions have come up into
the high school ranks and be-
come high school state champi-
ons. So as the meet grows, put
on your calendar for Thursday,
October 21st.

All in all, this should be an
exciting cross-country season.
With many new runners, and up
and coming teams, anything can
happen.  Always remember,
Championships aren’t won at
the start but at the end, so pace
yourself and finish strong for an-
other exciting season.

5 A Girls
This class returns five
all-staters, along with some tal-
ented new individuals. Running
well at the top is Atalie Barber of
Jenks, last year’s No. 10 fin-
isher. Pushing her, is teammate

PUTNAM CITY NORTH-Former state champ Summer

Briann McLeod, along with Suchy of Westmoore (right) leads eventual winner Jessica

Jamie German of Owasso.
When it is all said and done,
don’t count  out
Westmoore products
Summer Suchy, '97
State Champion and a
healthy Camille
Herron, a 4A Track
State Champion in
'98. They will make
this an interesting
race.

The team race
will be tough as al-
ways with Jenks get-
ting the early nod as
the number one team.
Right  behind, is
Moore and Owasso.
Westmoore could also
be a factor. Laura
Clay has built a good
program and tradition
could help put them in
the running once
again. This will defi-
nitely be and cxciting
race to watch on Octo-
ber 30th.

Jesse Gordon
Plainview

Thompson of Mustang in the senior race. No results were re-
ceived. Photo by Roger Taylor

5 A Boys

Edmond Memorial will be shooting for
state championship number ten. They would
have accomplished this feat in '98, but they lost
their championship bid by a mere point. Edmond
Memorial looks good early on and Jenks is right
on their heels once again, trying to defend the ti-
tle they stole from Edmond Memorial last year.
Sapulpa is also looking good enough to possibly
put themselves in contention for the title.

In this class there are many new individuals
with Edmond Memorial’s, Brady Schmeideberg
and Marc Schumate heading the list. This is a
very tough class with many talented individuals,
anything can happen. Once again, this will be an-
other exciting race, renewing the Edmond Me-
morial-Jenks rivalry of the 1980’s.

4 A Girls

Defending champion Amanda Jordan is
healthy and looking better than ever. The junior
and state record holder in both the 1600 and 3200
will be competing for her third straight state
championship.

In the team race, McGuinness doesn’t look
as strong as seasons past, but they are still loaded
with plenty of talent. David Morton should have



