


On Track

By John Hoke, Editor

This is the last issue before regionals and the 2A-A state meet but we will have an up-
dated special issue available at the state meet which will include full regional results/pho-
tos, a state meet preview and a final set of team and individual rankings. I’m planning on
shooting photos at the Lindsay regional while Roger Taylor will do the honors at Chis-
holm. Unfortunately I will have to miss the Chile Pepper Cross Country Festival for the
first time in 10 years but I guess that’s the price of progress.

Joe Dial and his volunteers again did a great job in putting on the ORU Oklahoma
Classic as did Dan Zeroski (Stillwater) at the OSU Cowboy Invitational, which, by the
way, is the oldest cross country meet in the nation. These are probably the two premier
meets in Oklahoma and everyone should attend at least one to see what real cross country is
all about.

The annual cross country All-Star meet sponsored by the Oklahoma Track Coaches
Association will again be held on the University of Arkansas’ course in Fayetteville on Sat-
urday November 13. This year teams from Oklahoma, Kansas, Arkansas and Missouri will
compete in what promises to be a real exciting meet.

Coaches for the Oklahoma teams are Mustang’s Mike McGarry (boys—405-376-7363
school or 787-2585 home) and McGuinness® David Morton (girls—405-842-6638 school or
341-0877 home). Nominations need to be phoned to either coach by Wednesday, October
27. Only runners whose coaches are members of the OTCA are eligible but all class years
can compete. There will be a small participation fee but it will include a uniform. The OK
Runner in Norman is the team sponsor and is providing the uniforms.

Rankings in this issue were done early in the week, prior to most of the conference
meets listed in this issue. The next regular issue will be dated October 29 and will contain
full regional results, 2A-A state meet results and the final 5A-4A-3A team and individual
rankings and a preview of the large school state meet at ORU.

See you at a cross country race!

ON THE COVER-Guthrie's Sterling Pratt leads the small school bays division of the
Putnam City Invitational September 30 at Dolese Park. Anadarko’s Dustin Moore (second
from left) was the eventual winner. Photo by Roger Taylor
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Where has the
1999 cross
country season
gone?

By Jimmy Brackeen

The regular season has ended for the small
schools (A-2A) and they will be gearing up for
regionals in Chisholm and Lindsay Saturday, Oc-
tober 16. The State Meet will be held the follow-
ing Saturday, on October 23 on the Gordon Coo-
per Vo-Tech campus in Shawnee. Several teams
have competed on the state course and it seems to
be an excellent site for a cross country state
championship.

As for the large schools (3A-4A-5A), they
have one week of the regular season left to make
their final tune ups for regionals. Large school
regionals will be held in Oklahoma City
(Woodson Park) and Tulsa (Mohawk Park) on
Saturday, October 23. The state meet will be held
in Tulsa at Oral Roberts University once again on
Saturday, October 30.

Most of the large schools competed at the
pre-state meet this past weekend and the compe-
tition was excellent. The course had a few
changes to it and the competition was top notch.
The state meet should be a great one.

At this time [ would like to congratulate all
the coaches and their teams for an excellent sea-
son and wish everyone the best as they compete
in the regional and state championships.

A Girls

This is a tough class to pick. Beaver has
been ranked no. 1 most of the season, but Velma
Alma and Canton have been improving steadily.
Tradition gives Velma Alma a slight edge over
Canton at this time with either team having an ex-
cellent chance to win.

Canton will be relying on Beth Hooten, the
defending state champion and Nancy Gray, the
No. 2 runner in class A, to help them win their
first state championship. While Velma Alma will
be relying on tradition and strong team depth to
help them win a fifth consecutive state champi-
onship. This will definitely be a race you don’t
want to miss.

A Boys

Oklahoma Christian is the defending state
champion and they are getting stronger as the
season goes on. Beaver has also looked good, but
Carmegie had held down the No. | ranking
throughout the season. With an outstanding per-
formance at OBU last Thursday, Carnegie is re-
ally looking tough. They are definitely the team
to beat.

With the graduatioon of Velma Alma’s
Mylo Miller (96 and 97 Champ) class A will be
crowning a new champion. At this time Lucian
Bliss receives the No. 1 ranking, a position he has
held throughout the season. He will be pushed by
Andy Hedgewood of Boise City and Erin Rooney
of Oklahoma Christian.

2 A Girls

ORAL ROBERTS-The 34 boys pack starts to spread out about 400 meters from the start. Photo
by Roger Taylor

Plainview is back down in 2A and they are
stronger than ever. They will be pushed by a
young Watonga team, but Plainview seems to be
unbeatable. This is a tough class with some qual-
ity teams. Lindsay, Tishomingo, and Lexington
will also be looking to crack into the top two at
state.

Jesse Gordon of Plainview, last year’s 3A
state champion is the favorite to win the 2A state
title this year. She will be pushed by Kimbri
Lettkemen of Watonga and her Plainview team-
mates Aja Clark, Stephanic Merlyn, and Jacie
Jones. ,

2 A Boys

This has been a battlefield all year long be-
tween Plainview and Watonga. These teams have
met three times with Watonga squeaking out a
win each time. Take your pick. This will defi-
nitely be an exciting race and if both teams run up
to their potential it will be a two team race.

Individually, Patrick McGuire is the favor-
ite to win the 2A title. Last year, Patrick won the

3A state title convincingly, but it won't be so
easy this year. He will be pushed by last year’s
2A Champion Steve Sawyer of Chisholm and
Ryan Bickerstaff of Alva. This will be a race to
watch, both individually and team wise.

3 A Girls

Elk City holds on to the top ranking with a
win over Marlow at the pre-state meet this past
weekend. Elk City has experience and depth, but
will have to run their best to stay ahead of the
Lady Outlaws. Marlow has a lot of tradition and
is always a team to be reckoned with at the state
meet. 1997 and 1998 state champion Little Axe
could still be there at the end.

Individually, Jaicee Herren of Elk City
holds the No. 1 spot, but the individual race is
wide open. Jaicee will be pushed by Lora Loy of
Jay and Susan Morford of Little Axe, last years
3A individual state runner-up.

3 A Boys

Anadarko is hungry for a state champion-
ship after a | point loss to Elk City last year. They



